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troverfies for a long Time, concerning the Titles to a great 
Part of the Lands in the eattern Parts of this Province 5 many of 
which are claimed by vertue of ancient Grants and Conveyances 
| from the native Indians, 70/f of which Controverfies are occafioned 
by faid Conveyances ; and many of them are frill fubfifting, to the. 
| Sreat Difquiet and V exation of fuch as are concerned in thofe. 
| Lites 5 and fince the As and Laws of the feveral Governments 
Of the late Colonies of N ew-Plymouth, be Maflachufetts-Bay, and 
«of this Province, relating to fuch Grunts and Conveyances, are 
in the Flands of but few People, efpecially of thofe who are moft 
nearly concerned therein; Tt is therefore apprehended, That 
_ the printing and difperfing of Extra@s and Collections. of 
thofe Ads, Laws and Orders, made from the firft and earlieft 
Settlement of thofe Colonies, down to the prefent Times, will’ 
_be of confiderable Service to the concerned, more efpecially {uch 
of them as dwell in thofe eaftern Parts, by giving them at once: 
aclear and full View of the Laws, in any manner or degree 
affeting thofe Conveyances and Titles, as follows, viz. 





isi bert 
I. Maffachufetts-Colony Laws. | evig 
POR fetling the Indians Titles to Lands in this Furifdiction , | 
__ Itis Declared and Ordered by this Court, That what Lands any of the; 
| Indians in this Jurifdiction have poffefled and improved, by fubduing the fame, 
they have juft Right unto, according to that in Gen. 1. 28. & Chap. 9.1. & Pfal. 
115. 16. Pi chi 
| And further it is Ordered by this Court, and be it Enafied, That all the Tract of 
Land within this Jurifdi@ion, whether already granted ‘to any’ Englifh’ Plantations 
jor Perfons, or to be granted by this Court (not being under the: Qualification ° of. 
PRight to the Indians ) is, and thall be accounted the juft Right of fuch Englifh as ° 
tlteady have, or hereafter fhall have Grant of Lands from this Court, and the Autho-, 
rity thereof; from that of Genefis 1. 28. and thé Invitation of the Indians. sive ia 
And it is Ordered, That no Perfon whatfoever, fhall henceforth buy. Land’ of any: 
indian without Licence firft had and obtained of the General Court ;:and if any. offend» 
serein, fuch Land fo bought fhall be forfeited to the Country. [ 1633. ] i yoda 
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Fe R Explanation of the Law, tit. Indians 5. . 
ThisCourt doth declare the Prohibition there expreft, referring to the purchafe 
of Indian Land without Licence from this Court, is to be underftood, as well 

Grants for Term of Years as for ever 5 and that under_the fame Penalty, as in. the 

Sid Law is exprett. (1665. $00 WOE SOUS GN AN 38 
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of dangerous Confequence 5 and it-hath been our cenftaat Cuftem from. 


1643. 7* js: Enabied by the Courts That, whereas 3618 holden. very, uolawfil and: 
aa our firt Beginning, Phat no Perfon or Perfons ‘have, ‘or ever did, pur-'. 
chafe, rent or hire any ey Herbage, Wood.or Timber of the Natives,but by, thes 
Magiftrates Confent ; That if.any, Perfo do. hereafter, ~purchafe,, rent orrhire,. any, 
Lands, Herbage, Wood or Timber of the Natives in any Place within this Goyern:,’ 
ment, ‘without the Confent and Afent of the Courts every fuch Perfor or ‘Perfons: 
hall forfeit Five Pounds for ‘every Acre which thal] be” fo purchafed;) rented; hired 
and taken, and for Wood and Timber, ,to pay five Times the Value thereof, to, be. 
levied to the Colonies Ufe. we kite hic b 
» And ‘in Cale that’ any, Inhabitant of this Government.or other, ' notwithflanding. this: 
- Order, fhall_prefume to purchafe, hire, or. any, way appropriate of 
ibis added: poffefs themfelves of any: of theland of the Indians; without the Court’s’ 
June: 1668. m. , : . . Pah 
hy Approbation and Leave, altho’ the Fine or Forfeiture: cannot at prefear: 
berobtained ; yet the Lands fo, purchafed or procured. by anysfhail beforthwith feized 
upon for the Country’s Ufe. OP Oe es |e 
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Indians, directly or inditectly, bearing Date ano, 16435 The eer 

, ” ‘terprets thefe Words alfo to: comprehend, under-the fame Penalty, a Pro- 
hibition of any Man’s, weceiving of-any: Lands under Pretence of any Gift fron thes 
Indians, without Approbation of the Court ; likewife the Prohibition of any Englith to. 
ive Powder; Shot, Ammunition, -Horfes_ or Boats,. isintenided under the fame Term. 
of Indirect Selling unto the Indians, under the fame Penalty. 
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A. Maflachufetis- Province Act, r3th | Wile 3do. att 


iE SILER AS. the Governmentaof the lateCotonies of the’ MaffachufattesBay! and® 
Wo New-Plymouth »; fo the Intent the, Native Indians might: not be Injured or 
3 Defeated of then juft Rights and Poffefions, or be Tnipofed on and Abafedin® 
Selling and Difpofing of their Lands ; and. thereby deprive themfelves. af fuck Places: 
as were fuitable for their Settlement ‘and: Improvement, y did: by aw AP and: Laws 
paffed in the faidi Colones réfpetivelymany Dears, finces Inhibit and, Forbicvall.per- 
{sng Purchafing any Lands of the Judians, without :the Licenceand. Approbation: of) 
the General Court, Netmithftanding which fusary perfous for private Lucre have: 
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prefumed to make Purchafes of Lands from the Indians, not baving any Licence or Ap: 
probation as aforesaid for the fame, ta the Injury of the Natives ; and great Difquiet 


and Difturbance of many of the.Inbabitants of this Province in the Peaceable Poffefion 
of their Lands and Inberitances Lawfully acquired 2 i Ke ; 


Therefore for the Vacating of fach Tegal Purchafes, and | Preventing. of -the. 
like for the Future : : Mbit 


Be it enakeny (e.-Thatiall Déeds:of Bargain, Sale, TLeafe; Releafe) or Quit- 
claim, Titles and. ‘Conveyances whatfoever, ofany Lands, ‘Penements: or Heredita-, 
ments. within this Province, :as well-for Term of Yeats as.for Ever, hady made, got~) 
ten; procured or obtained, |. from any: Indian or: Indians by any | perfon-or:perfons 
whatfoever; rat anytime! or times’ fince the Year of {Our Lord, One Thoufand: Six 
Hundred Thirty Three; ‘without the Licence ‘om A pprobation of thesnefpective General, 
Courts ofthe faid late Colonies, in which fuch Lands, .‘Tenements or. Hereditaments: 
Jay ; and all Deeds of Bargain and Sale, Titles;and Conveyances whatfoever of any. 
Lands, Tenements or Hereditaments within this Province, that fince the Eftablifh- 
ment of the prefent Government, have been, or fhall hereafter be had, made, ob- 
tained, gotten or procured, from any Jadian or Indians, by any perion or perfons 
whomfoever, without the Licence, Approbation: and Allowance of the Great and 
General Court or Affembly of this Province for the fame, fhall be deemed and ad- 


judged in the Law to be Null, Void and of none Effect. 


Provided neverthele[s, and it is notwithSanding bereby ENAHeD and Deciatrer, 
That all fuch Purchafes, Releafes and Titles, heretofore had or obtained from any 
Indian or Indians, by any Town or Perfon whatfoever, of any Lands or eae 
ments which fuch Town or Perfon alfo hold and enjoy by Virtue of anyGrant or 
Title made or derived by or from the General Court of either of the-Colonies afore- 
faid. And all Releafes, Purchafes, Conveyances and Titles, which any Town or 


_Perfon hall hereafter make, procure cr “cbtain “of any Tndian or Indians, ~ for any 


Lands, Tenements or Hereditaments, Granted er that fhall be Granted by the 
General Court to fuch Town or Perfon before fuch Purchafe or Title made or ob- 
tained from any Indian or Indians, fhall be, and hereby are Excepted out of this Act, 
and.be-held..for-Good and.Valid. in. the Law. +. Any thing herein contained not~ 
withftanding. 


Provided alfo, That if any Perfon or Perfons, or Town in this Province, to the 
Eaftward of Pifcataqua River, have heretofore Purchafed or Obtained any Indian 
Deed or Title for any Lands, “Tenements or Lereditaments in thofe Parts 5 or if any 
perfon or perfons have heretofore Purchafed or Obtained any Indian Deed or Title 
tor any Lands, Tenements or Hereditaments in the Ifand of Capawack, alias Mar- 


| thas Vineyard, or the Dependences thereof, now known. by the Name of Dukes 


County, or in the Ifland of Nantucket, tor farther Confirmation of their other Law- 
ful Titles and PofeMons 3 This A&, or any therein contained fhall not extend or 
be conftrued to extend in any wife to Vacate or make Void fuch Indian Deed or 
Title ; Any thing herein contained to the contrary notwithftanding, 


Weep eet Pe Se 





ee LF 











ES RS FSS 











ae 


i 


| 

















“kate 


IV. Explanatory Aor, 2ift Geo. ad. 
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WY HER EAS \Dosibsssbave arifen, whether the AB pafsd in the thirteentb. ’ 
Year of King William the Third, Intitled, An A& to prevent and make, 


void clandeftine and illegal Purchafes of Lands from the Indians; doth extend 


to any Device or Bequeft of real Eftate made by the laft Will and Teftament of any 
L[ndian : | | l 


‘Be it therefore enatted,—That the faid A@ was intended to extend; and did, 


doth and ought to be underftood to extend to all Devifes of real Eftates made by» 
the laft Wills and Teftaments of any of the faid Indians : And all fuch Devifes of” 

nd Teftament from any 
Indian or Indians inhabiting within this Province, to any. Englith Perfon or Perfons. 
that have been heretofore made, and have not been approved by the General Court ; | 
and alfo all fuch as fhall hereafter be made, unlefs the Approbation of the General 


Lands or other real _Eftate whatfoever by any Jaft Will a 


Court fhall be obtained, are hereby declared utterly void and of no Effect. 
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